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ACT I 
 
Paris, April 1789. The first signs of the French Revolution are beginning to 
shake the country. The Marquis de la Force and his son, the Chevalier, are 
worried about Blanche, the Chevalier’s fearful, nervous sister, whose 
carriage has been held up by a mob on her way home. When Blanche 
arrives she makes light of the incident, but her anxiety is revealed when a 
servant’s shadow frightens her as she leaves the room. Shaken, she returns 
to tell her father that she has made up her mind to become a nun. 
 
Weeks later at the Carmelite convent in Compiègne, Blanche is interviewed 
by Madame de Croissy, the aged and ailing prioress, who makes it clear to 
Blanche that the convent is a house of prayer, not a refuge. The prioress is 
touched by Blanche’s resolve to embrace her new life. 
 
Blanche and young Sister Constance discuss their fear of death, which 
Constance claims to have overcome. Blanche admits her envy of her 
companion’s straightforward and easygoing nature. Constance shocks 
Blanche by telling her that she knows they will both die young and on the 
same day. 
 
Madame de Croissy is lying on her deathbed, struggling to appear calm. 
She blesses Blanche and consigns her, as the youngest member of the 
order, to the care of the loyal Mère Marie. The prioress confesses her fear 
in the hour of death, then she falls back lifeless. 
 

ACT II 
 

That night in the chapel, Constance and Blanche keep vigil by the 
prioress’s bier. Blanche is overcome by fear and about to run off, when 
Mère Marie appears. Realizing that Blanche is genuinely afraid she tries to 
calm her. 
 
Constance hopes that Mère Marie will be the new prioress. She tells 
Blanche that she wonders why a god-fearing person like Madame de 
Croissy had to die such an agonizing death. Perhaps, she says, people don’t 
die for themselves but for others. Someone else will be surprised one day 
to find death easy. 

SYNOPSIS 



Madame Lidoine has been appointed the new prioress. In the chapter 
room, she addresses the convent, counseling patience and humility. A 
visitor is announced—it is the Chevalier, Blanche’s brother, who is about 
to flee the country. He urges Blanche to leave the convent and return to 
their father. Blanche replies that her duty is to her sisters. 
 
In the sacristy, the chaplain, forbidden to perform his duties, celebrates his 
last mass. The nuns discuss the fear that has grabbed the country and 
Mère Marie wonders if self-sacrifice will be their destiny. Madame Lidoine 
reminds them that martyrs are not chosen by their own will, only by 
God’s. Knocking is heard and the sounds of an angry crowd. Two 
Commissioners enter and tell the sisters that they have been expelled from 
the convent. One of them, speaking quietly to Mère Marie, adds he will do 
what he can to help them get away safely. One of the sisters gives Blanche 
a figurine of the Christ Child. When revolutionary cries are heard from 
outside, Blanche nervously drops the figure, breaking it. She is horrified by 
this omen. 
  

ACT III 
 

In the devastated chapel, Mère Marie suggests in Madame Lidoine’s 
absence that they all take a vow of martyrdom by unanimous decision. 
Noting Blanche’s reaction, the others suspect she will vote against it. 
When the secret ballot reveals one dissenter, Constance claims it was she 
and asks to reverse her vote so the vow can proceed. Blanche, afraid to 
live or to die, runs away. The sisters are led from the convent. 
 
Blanche is forced to work as a servant in the ransacked mansion of her 
father, who has been sent to the guillotine. Mère Marie finds her there to 
take her back to the sisters. On the streets, Blanche learns that the nuns 
have been arrested. 
 
At the Conciergerie prison, Madame Lidoine joins the sisters in their vow 
of martyrdom. Constance says that she has dreamed of Blanche’s return. 
A jailer enters and reads the death sentence. Madame Lidoine blesses the 
sisters. When Mère Marie learns from the chaplain that the nuns will die, 
she wants to join them, but the chaplain reminds her that it is for God to 
decide whether or not she will be a martyr. 

SYNOPSIS 



SYNOPSIS 

A crowd has gathered on the Place de la Révolution. The Carmelites walk 
towards the guillotine, led by Madame Lidoine and singing the Salve 
Regina. With each stroke of the blade, their voices are cut off one by one, 
finally leaving only Constance. On her way to the scaffold, she sees 
Blanche step up from the crowd, take up the chant, and follow her to her 
death.  

 — The Metropolitan Opera 



SETTING 

ACT I 
 

SCENE 1: The Library of the Marquis de la Force, Paris, April 1789 
SCENE 2: The Receiving Room of the Carmelite Convent,  
Compiègne, a few weeks later 
SCENE 3: The Workroom of the Convent, a few weeks later 
SCENE 4: The Infirmary 
  

10 MINUTE INTERMISSION   
 

ACT II 
 
SCENE 1: The Chapel 
INTERLUDE 1: The Workroom 
SCENE 2, INTERLUDE 2: The Chapel 
SCENE 3: The Receiving Room 
SCENE 4: The Chapel 

 
10 MINUTE INTERMISSION 

 

ACT III 
 
SCENE 1: The Chapel, October 1792 
INTERLUDE 1: A Street Outside the Convent, later that day 
SCENE 2: The Library (of the Marquis de la Force), Paris 
SCENE 3: The Conciergerie Prison, Paris, July 11, 1794 
INTERLUDE 2: A Street in Paris, later that day 
SCENE 4: Place de la Nation, Paris, July 17, 1794 

COMPIÈGNE AND PARIS, FRANCE 
1789 – 1794 
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The Friends of Eastman Opera gratefully recognizes and deeply appreciates the 
generosity of the following donors whose contributions benefit students, programs and 
productions of the Eastman Voice, Opera and Vocal Coaching Department. This listing 
includes gifts received and recorded for the past twenty-four months, i.e., between March 
1, 2022-February 29, 2024. 
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*deceased 



MEMORIALS 
In Memory of Jan DeGaetani 

Dr. Ellen S. Markus `77E (MM), `82E (DMA) 
 

In Memory of Mrs. Suzanne Gouvernet 
Daniel M. Meyers 

 
In Memory of Daniel G. Harvey  

Peter T. Elliott  
 

In Memory of Dr. Russell R. Miller 
James P. Van Meter 

 
In Memory of The Honorable Richard Rosenbloom and In 

Honor of Mrs. Beatrice M. Rosenbloom     
Joseph W. Blackburn `71E and Eileen E. Buholtz `73E 

 
In Memory of Dr. Stephen I. Rosenfeld  
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In Honor of Mrs. Marjorie Grinols 

Daniel M. Meyers 
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In Honor of Stella Dyer Long, Choctaw StoryTeller, and mother of 
Timothy George Long, Music Director, Eastman Opera Theater  
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FRIENDS OF EASTMAN OPERA DONORS 



Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of this list, 
occasional errors and omissions may occur. The ‘Honor Roll’ name 
formats are consistent with the listing guidelines by the University of 
Rochester Advancement Office. FEO and UR would be happy to 
accommodate individual preferences. Please contact the Friends of 
Eastman Opera at feo1995@gmail.com with any changes or corrections. 
Thank you.  
 
The Eastman School of Music gratefully acknowledges the Friends of 
Eastman Opera for partnering with the school to provide super-titles for 
the stage of Eastman Opera Theatre, state-of-the-art recording equipment 
for the opera department, and sponsoring master classes.  

 
Thank you for your support! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

See first hand the impact your gift makes! 
 
ATTEND VIRTUALLY: Eastman Opera performances, special events, and 
the Annual Voice Competition are viewable at Eastman Livestream 
located at https://www.esm.rochester.edu/live  
 
MEET our rising stars and world-renowned faculty. 
 
READ the latest Eastman Opera news in FEO’s semi-annual newsletter.  
 
If you are not yet a Friend of Eastman Opera and wish to be one to 
receive notice of special Eastman Opera events, e.g. master classes, 
student recitals, etc., please e-mail your contact information to 
feo1995@gmail.com.  
 
For more information, please check the Eastman School of Music website 
at http://www.esm.rochester.edu.  
 

If you would like to register to receive e-mail notification of Eastman 
events, please go to http://www.esm.rochester.edu/concerts/mailing/ 

FRIENDS OF EASTMAN OPERA 



We acknowledge with respect the Seneca Nation, known as the “Great Hill People” 
and “Keepers of the Western Door” of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy. We take this 
opportunity to thank the people whose ancestral lands the Eastman School of Music of 

the University of Rochester currently occupies in Rochester, New York. 

Jessie Kneisel Lieder Competition  
Winner's Concert 
Kilbourn Hall 
Saturday, May 18, 2024 at 7:30 PM 

UPCOMING EASTMAN OPERA THEATRE EVENTS 

Tickets for all series concerts can be purchased at EastmanTheatre.org 
 

JAMES E. CLARK CHAMBER MUSIC RESIDENCY 

WindSync 
Hatch Recital Hall 
Tuesday, April 9, 2024 at 2:30 PM 

Versatile and vibrant, the musicians of WindSync “play many idioms 
authoritatively, elegantly, with adroit technique, and with great fun” (All 
About the Arts). In the span of one performance, the quintet can cover 
vast musical ground from revitalized standard repertoire to freshly inked 
works to folk and American Songbook, the common thread telling a 
compelling story about music history and our human selves. 

*This concert does not require tickets and is free to attend. 
 
EASTMAN RANLET SERIES 

Takács Quartet 
Kilbourn Hall 
Sunday, April 14, 2024 at 3:00 PM 

In a highly anticipated return to Eastman’s Ranlet Series, the Grammy 
Award-winning Takács Quartet present a program of ‘the natural world’, 
featuring Hadyn’s “Sunrise” Quartet, Beethoven’s 8th string quartet, 
inspired while contemplating the starry skies and the music of the spheres, 
and a new work by Phoenix-based composer, Nokuthula Ngwenyama. 

UPCOMING EASTMAN SERIES CONCERTS 



For the most up to date information on Eastman concerts and 
events, scan this code to visit our online calendar. 


