
Arrival Information 

Clef Notes 
We hope your summer has been good so far, and that you are excited about the fall 
semester.  This is the latest edition of Clef Notes, our annual publication that explains 
άŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ 9ŀǎǘƳŀƴέΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǎƻ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ 
through it for the information that is pertinent to you.   
  

In addition, be sure to continue checking for updated information at the Eastman website: 
http://www.esm.rochester.edu/.  If you have any questions about anything you see here, 
feel free to contact us in the Office of Student Life at (585) 274-1106. 
  

We look forward to seeing you. 
  

Jason Smith, Assistant Dean for Student Life 
Sandy Posato, Administrative Assistant 

SUMMER NEWSLETTER  JULY 2009 

New Students 
 

Sun 23-Aug Rogers Scholars and 
9:00 am International students 
 Move-in Day 
 
Mon 24-Aug New Undergraduate  
8:00 am Move-in Day 
 
Mon 24-Aug Orientation Begins for all  
 new Undergraduate and  
 Graduate Students 

Returning Students 
 

Sun 16-Aug Resident Advisors return to 
6:00 pm Eastman Commons (EC) 
 
Fri 21-Aug Desk workers and mail 
9:00 am workers return to EC 
 
Sat 22-Aug Eastman Orientation 
9:00 am Committee Move-in Day 
 
Fri 28-Aug EC opens for all other 
9:00 am returning students 
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Mon  31-Aug Classes Begin 
Sat  3-Oct Fall Break Begins 
Wed  7-Oct Classes Resume 
Fri 9-Oct Family Weekend Begins 
Wed 25-Nov Thanksgiving Break Begins 
Mon 30-Nov Classes Resume 

FALL DATES TO REMEMBER 
Sat 12-Dec Accompanying Juries 
S/S 12-13 Dec Reading Weekend 
Mon 14-Dec Last Day of Classes 
Tue  15-Dec Reading Day  
W-F 16-18 Dec Final Examinations 
Sat 19-Dec EC Closes at Noon 

Office of Student Life 
100 Gibbs Street 
Rochester, NY 14605 
Phone: (585) 274-1106 
Fax: (585) 274-1175 
Web: http://www.esm.rochester.edu/studentlife  

http://www.esm.rochester.edu/


GSA Welcomes You! 
NEW GRADUATE 

STUDENT 

INFORMATION 

¶ Eastman Graduate 
Student Association 

 
¶ Academic Advice 
 
¶ Graduate Activity Fee 

and Comprehensive Fee 
 
¶ Housing 
 
¶ Late Registration 
 
¶ Mail Folders 

ñClef Notesò 

¢ƘŜ 9ŀǎǘƳŀƴ DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ όD{!ύ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ 
community. We look forward to meeting you and working together this coming year. The GSA is a 
student-run organization that plans co-curricular and social activities for all graduate students in 
cooperation with the administration.  Past events have included the following: 
  
· Social activities with other University graduate students 
· Creation of a Graduate Student and Faculty Lounge in ESM 321 
· End of the year formal dinner 
· Other projects to enhance graduate student life and the community. 
  
The GSA holds meetings that will be announced in advance.  Your support, involvement and ideas for 
further activities are very important.   
  
More information about your arrival, important orientation activities, meetings and events can be found 
throughout this issue of Clef Notes.  You can also check our website at http://www.esm.rochester.edu/
gsa. 

Academic Advice 
All graduate students are assigned an advisor by the Registrar.  Advisor information will be in your 
orientation packet.  The Academic Policy Handbook is the most authoritative source of information 
concerning degree requirements.  It is available only on the web (http://www.esm.rochester.edu/
registrar/policy/).  Other sources of information are individual departmental handbooks for students 
majoring in strings, music theory, accompanying, and musicology (available in the relevant 
departmental offices), and the Graduate Studies Office website at http://www.esm.rochester.edu/
grad/.   Students are urged to consult with their program advisor, department chair, the Acting 
Associate Dean of Graduate Studies, Steven Laitz (ESM Room 103), or Academic Advisor, John Hain, 
ŀōƻǳǘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΗ 
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Graduate Activity Fee and 

Comprehensive Fee 
All graduate students taking 3 credit hours or more in residence 
will be charged the Activity Fee ($51/semester) and a 
Comprehensive Fee ($125/semester).  This applies to 
matriculated and non-matriculated students.  The activity fee for 
graduate students is used to sponsor ESM social events through 
ǘƘŜ DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ όD{!ύΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ 
fee supports technology (e.g., students' email accounts and 
support for computers, computer technicians, etc.), 
accompanying (for non-piano majors), instrument maintenance 
(primarily piano), and practice room maintenance. 

Housing 
Rochester has affordable housing close to Eastman.  You can rent 
a one-room studio, a one-or two-bedroom apartment, or a part 
of a house in a nearby neighborhood.  The Residential Life Office, 
located in Eastman Commons, 1st Floor, maintains an off-campus 
housing database.  These listings, plus other information you will 
find helpful, can be found at http://www.esm.rochester.edu/
studentlife.  If you are unable to access the web, or have other 
questions about off-campus housing, please call (585) 274-1422.  
If space allows, housing may be available in Eastman Commons, 
which is the only dormitory for Eastman.  The Residential Life 
Office does not guarantee housing for graduate students.  For 
more information about Eastman Commons, please call the 
Assistant Dean for Residential Life at (585) 274-1251. 

Late Registration Fee 
A late registration fee of $165 will be assessed for graduate 
students who are not registered by Sunday, September 13, 2009.  
This fee is in addition to any late payment fees assessed by the 
Bursar. 

Mail Folders 
Open mail folders, located in the basement of the Main Building 
(Internet Café), are available for Eastman Graduate & 
Undergraduate student use. Communications, reminders, and 
telephone messages for students are relayed via this open 
system. There is not space for bulky or personal items. Students 
should check their mail folder daily. 

http://www.esm.rochester.edu/gsa/
http://www.esm.rochester.edu/gsa/
http://www.esm.rochester.edu/registrar/policy/
http://www.esm.rochester.edu/registrar/policy/
http://www.esm.rochester.edu/grad/
http://www.esm.rochester.edu/grad/
http://www.esm.rochester.edu/studentlife/
http://www.esm.rochester.edu/studentlife/


CHAMBER MUSIC 
AUDITION AND 

PLACEMENT 

INFORMATION 

¶ Chamber Music 
 
¶ Conducting & Ensembles 
 
¶ Piano Department 
 
¶ Voice & Opera 

Department 
 
¶ Woodwinds, Brass & 

Percussion 
 
¶ Placement Exams 
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Freshman String Quartet Seminar 181/182 
First year violin, viola, and cello performance majors should register for this required yearlong course 
taught by the Ying Quartet.  The first class session will be on Tuesday, September 1, at 12:35 pm in ESM 
209.   
 

Freshman Woodwind Quintet Seminar  
All freshman and transfer wind players (flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon, and horn) are REQUIRED to 
participate in the Introduction to Woodwind Quintet Seminar and will be assigned to a woodwind quintet 
as space allows. There will be a short, MANDATORY meeting on Friday, August 28 at 2:30 pm in Room 
320.  Contact Anne Harrow at alharrow@esm.rochester.edu for more information.   
 

Chamber Music 281/282 (undergraduate) and 481/482 (graduate) 
Sophomores, juniors, seniors, and graduate students who want to participate in chamber music should 
register for this course.  You have the responsibility to form your own groups of three players or more 
based on the repertoire you wish to study.  Groups may contain strings, winds, piano, or some 
combination thereof.  Following the initial chamber music organizational meeting, submit your 
completed group forms to the string department secretary.  All assignments of coaches will be made by 
the chamber music faculty coordinator in your area.  There will be a strict deadline for submitting your 
group form in order to guarantee a faculty coach assignment.   
  
The organizational chamber music meeting for strings, winds, piano, and brass students will be held on 
Monday, August 31, 2:30 pm �t 3:30 pm in ESM 120 for Strings/Piano and in ESM 305 for Woodwinds/
Brass. If you are ready, you can return completed group forms at the conclusion of the meeting. 
 
Groups that have prepared an entire work during the semester may audition to take part in the chamber 
music honors recitals in Kilbourn Hall at the conclusion of the semester.  All groups not performing in 
Kilbourn must perform at least one movement of a work in one of the graded recitals scheduled in 
Ciminelli Lounge.  Based on prior experience, we strongly urge you to limit your participation to one  

chamber music group for credit.  Often workloads seem manageable at first, and then schedules over the course of a semester can get 
overloaded with extra practicing, coursework, and other demands.  So choose wisely and be thinking over the summer about what you would 
be most interested in studying.  
 
Music For All, the community performance component of the chamber music program, is an essential and required part of the spring 
semester.  Learning to communicate with an audience both musically and verbally is arguably the fundamental reason that you are a 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŀǘ 9ŀǎǘƳŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aǳǎƛŎ CƻǊ !ƭƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘese skills.  More 
details about the how the program itself works will be shared at the organizational meeting and at the beginning of the spring semester. 
 

Attention new and returning graduate students: 
The Eastman Chamber Music Seminar is an exciting and excellent chamber music option specifically tailored to graduate students.  This 
experience is open to any graduate instrumentalist (string, piano, wind, brass, percussion, or voice) wishing to pursue an in-depth, pre-
professional chamber music experience and is especially designed for incoming grad students who may not know other students with whom to 
form a chamber ensemble.  Students register as individuals, perform a placement audition during the second week of classes (Thursday, 
September 10, 3:30-5:30pm), and will then be formed into small groups and assigned repertoire by the faculty.  Each group will stay together 
for the entire semester and will work on 1-2 pieces in depth.  The class meets weekly on Thursdays at 3:30pm; students must be available at 
this time throughout the semester. Class meetings will consist of coaching with the faculty, group master classes, and seminars on outreach 
and other pertinent performance topics. 
 
Each of the formed groups will perform at least once in Kilbourn Hall at the end of the semester, as well as in informal outreach concerts in 
and around Rochester, both in schools and community sites.  Students may take this seminar semester by semester, but are encouraged to 
take it as a yearlong course, as this will be most rewarding and beneficial.  Course number: CHB 481: Seminar (1 credit) 
 
To learn more about this seminar, please attend the chamber music meeting organizational meeting mentioned above on Monday, August 31, 
2:30 pm ς 3:30 pm in ESM 120 for Strings/Piano and in ESM 305 for Woodwinds/Brass. 


